
______________________________ ’s
Field Journal

EXPLORE LIKE A SCIENTIST. 
Observe. Record. Sketch. Wonder.





What is a field journal?
Scientists use field journals to record their 
observations, thoughts and questions about  
the environments and lifeforms they study. 

Use this field journal to observe, record, 
sketch and wonder while you explore Fred & 
Dorothy Fichter Butterflies Are Blooming. 

There is a map of the exhibition at the back of 
this field journal.



What does your butterfly look like?
Draw an outline of the shape of one wing,  
then sketch the pattern.

Record as many colors as you can find  
on your butterfly:

FIND A BUTTERFLY YOU 
LIKE IN THE LENA MEIJER 
TROPICAL CONSERVATORY.



What is your butterfly doing?
Record any behaviors you observe,  
such as basking (soaking up sunlight)  
or puddling (seeking nutrients from  
moisture on the ground):

Observe the flight pattern of the butterfly. 
Does it fly fast or slow; high or low?



What does your butterfly choose to feed  
on—nectar dishes, flowers or juice from 
rotting fruit?

Watch other butterflies. How does your 
butterfly behave similarly or differently than 
other butterflies you see?

If a line on paper demonstrated the way  
this butterfly flew, what would it look like?  
Draw it here:



What does your butterfly’s chrysalis 
look like?
Use the index in the back of this guide to 
identify your butterfly. Then, find a chrysalis 
of the same species of butterfly in the 
Observation Station. 

Sketch it here:



Many chrysalids have colors or shapes that 
help camouflage them. Does your butterfly's 
chrysalis look like anything you’ve seen in 
nature? Record your observations here:

Can you see any butterflies in the 
Observation Station that have recently 
emerged? What do you notice about them?



What do you wonder about  
your butterfly?
Record your wonderings here:



Record additional observations here:

Over 60 different species of butterflies 
can be found in the Lena Meijer Tropical 
Conservatory. The species shown in this 
index are some of the most common. 

If you notice something that looks different, 
congratulate yourself for observing closely 
and carefully. Not everything a scientist 
observes and discovers can already be  
found printed in a book.



Species from Central & South America
BUTTERFLY INDEX

Belus Gold Rim
Battus belus

Grecian Shoemaker
Catonephele numilia

Zebra Mosaic
Colobura dirce

Julia Longwing
Dryas iulia

False Zebra Longwing
Heliconius atthis

Zebra Longwing
Heliconius charitonius

Blue and White Longwing
Heliconius cydno

Clearwing
Greta oto



Doris Longwing
Heliconius doris

Golden Helicon
Heliconius hecale

Hewitsoni Longwing
Heliconius hewitsoni

Tiger Longwing
Heliconius ismenius

Postman
Heliconius melpomene

Postman
Heliconius melpomene aglaope

Postman
Heliconius melpomene 

cythera f. sticheli

Common Morpho
Morpho peleides



Whitened Blue Wing
Myscelia cyaniris

Pink Cattle Heart
Parides iphidamas

Leopard Lacewing
Cethosia cyane

Tree Nymph
Idea leuconoe

Blue Clipper
Parthenos sylvia lilacinus

Great Mormon
Papilio memnon

Great Orange Tip
Hebomoia glaucippe

Great Yellow Mormon
Papilio lowii

Species from Asia
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Start in the Earl and Donnalee Holton Arid 
Garden and continue to the Grace Jarecki 
Seasonal Display Greenhouse, where you will 
learn all about the life cycle of the majestic 
monarch. Follow the path into the Lena Meijer 
Tropical Conservatory, where you will witness 
the wonder of butterflies in free flight. 

BUTTERFLY EXHIBITION MAP



PLEASE NOTE 
Do not touch the butterflies. 
Stay on the paths. 
No running.

BUTTERFLY VESTIBULE 
Due to USDA regulations, no plant, animal or insect may be 
brought into or out of the Lena Meijer Tropical Conservatory. 
For this reason, guests must pass through a vestibule upon 
entering and exiting the conservatory. Before leaving, please 
check yourself for hitchiking butterflies. A docent or vestibule 
volunteer will carefully remove them for you.

1 Earl and Donnalee Holton  
Arid Garden

2 Grace Jarecki Seasonal Display  
Greenhouse (Caterpillar Room)

3  Earl and Donnalee Holton  
Victorian Garden Parlor

4  Butterfly Vestibule Entrance

5  Lena Meijer Tropical 
Conservatory

6  Observation Station
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