
Look at the nature-inspired art of Michelle Oka Doner, then explore a natural area near you and record your 
wonderings. What will you discover about the natural areas where you live? 

MATERIALS 

Pencil and paper for recording notes, drawings and questions
Phone or camera
If doing the things that grow exension activity, you will need:
     Microscope, magnifying glass or zoom function on a phone camera
     Gathered natural objects

VOCABULARY 

Abstract: expressing ideas and emotions by using visual elements such as colors and lines without attempting to 
create a realistic picture.

DIRECTIONS 

See, Think, Wonder: Look carefully at the images of this floor sculpture by Michelle Oka Doner, then list 
something you see, something you are thinking, and something you are wondering about.

I see... 

I think...

I wonder...

WONDER JOURNAL: FOREST FLOOR
SUGGESTED GRADE RANGE: 3RD–8TH



This sculpture is made up of more than 1,600 unique bronze pieces inlaid into a floor. What do the 
shapes in this sculpture remind you of? What do you see that makes you say that?

The title of this sculpture is Beneath the Leafy Crown. How does knowing the title change the way you see this 
work of art? 

Watch & Learn: Learn more about Beneath the Leafy Crown by watching this video. 

Michelle OkaDoner’s sculptures are inspired by things she finds in nature. Look again at some of the shapes in this 
sculpture. What have you seen in nature that reminds you of these shapes? List your ideas here: 

I think this shape looks like... because I see...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ail80CaYfuE


Explore & Wonder: Explore an outdoor area near you. Look carefully on the ground for natural 
materials like leaves, sticks, rocks, petals and seeds. Take photos, sketch or collect what you find. 

Choose an object you found that makes you wonder. Perhaps it is something that you can’t identify or 
don’t know where it came from. Use the question starters to list your wonderings about the object below. 

I wonder…

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

Keep a Wonder Journal (Language Arts, Science, Visual Arts)

Many people keep journals to write down what is happening or what they are thinking or feeling. Use a notebook 
or sketchbook to write or draw what you wonder. Keep your Wonder Journal handy so you can write down 
questions as you think of them. You can write questions you have while you are exploring, while you are learning 
about something new, or anytime you are feeling curious. Use your questions to look up things you are curious 
about and discover even more about the natural world!

Look Closer (Science, Visual Arts, Language Arts) 

Many of the shapes in Michelle Oka Doner’s sculptures are inspired by natural objects viewed under a microscope. 
Use a microscope, magnifying glass or the zoom function on a phone camera to look closely at some of the natural 
objects you gathered. Use describing words and/or sketching to record what you see. How does it change what you 
see to look at these objects more closely? What new things do you wonder? 

How...

What...

Why...

When...

What would happen if...

What could be the reason for...

What caused...



Do any of the words below describe your object? Come up with your own describing words to fill in the blanks.

Look it Up (Science) 

Try to identify a tree by its leaves or needles. Observe the tree’s leaves or needles carefully, and use the tree 
identifier on the Arbor Day Foundation website to select your region and identify the tree you found. How many 
trees in your yard, park or other natural area can you identify by their needles or leaves? 

Make Some Art (Visual Arts) 

Use the natural objects you’ve collected to create your own work of art. Notice the way Michelle Oka Doner 
combines many different shapes inspired by natural objects. Arrange and photograph the objects you’ve 
discovered, or design an abstract work of art with shapes inspired by what you’ve found. 
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bumpy squishy spotted

smooth fancy

sharp strange

fuzzy beautiful

References:

Definition for vocabulary sourced from: 
https://learnersdictionary.com/

https://www.arborday.org/trees/whattree/
https://www.arborday.org/trees/whattree/
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