
WETLANDS  
LOOKING GUIDE

WHY ARE WETLANDS  
IMPORTANT?
Wetlands are important for many reasons. Wetlands:
1. Provide a habitat for a wide variety of plants and animals (food, shelter).

2. Filter water and break down pollutants.

3. Absorb rainwater and help prevent flooding.

4. Help control erosion.

5. They are beautiful to look at and even listen to.

6. Why are wetlands important to you?

READ MORE ABOUT WETLANDS IN THESE BOOKS:
Squish! A Wetland Walk by Nancy Luenn, 1994

Leapfrogging Through Wetlands by Nancy Field, 1998

Marshes and Swamps by Gail Gibbons, 1998

Wetlands by Pamela Hickman, 1993

Pond & River by Steve Parker, 2000

Wetlands by Darlene Stille, 1999

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Investigate wetlands at MeijerGardens.org/wetlands



• BUTTERFLY—wetlands are home to  
many different insects, including 
butterflies. Did you know butterflies are 
important pollinators and are food for 
other animals?

• CATTAIL—cattails are commonly found in 
marshy areas or on the edges of ponds. 
Did you know that cattails are known 
as the “supermarket” of the wetlands? 
They can be used for food, medicine 
and a dozen other uses.

• NESTING BOX—nesting boxes provide 
nesting sites for wood ducks.

• FALLEN LOG—decomposing plants and 
trees not only provide nutrients to the 
soil, they also provide habitat for many 
wetland creatures. Did you know that 
turtles often bask on fallen trees during 
sunny weather?

• DUCKWEED—duckweed is a flowering 
aquatic plant which floats on the  
surface of wetlands. Did you know  
that duckweed is a high—protein food 
source for waterfowl?

• MUSKRAT—muskrats are medium— 
sized, semi-aquatic rodents native to  
North America. Did you know that  
muskrats can stay underwater for up  
to 17 minutes?

• FROG—there are 12 species of frogs 
in Michigan. Did you know that frogs 
can make sounds ranging from a high—
pitched peep to a low—pitched  
knocking sound?

• TURTLE—turtles find the freshwater, 
basking sites and the aquatic  
vegetation of our wetlands perfect  
for habitation. Did you know that  
the painted turtle is Michigan’s  
state reptile?

• SWAN—swans that nest in this  
wetland build their nests using wetland  
vegetation. Did you know that swans  
are one of the heaviest flying birds?

Ask your students to use their observation skills as they walk along our wetland. 

When they see something pictured on the bingo sheet, have them quietly point to 

it and then mark it off.

WETLANDS OBSERVATION BINGO
A wetland is defined as a link between land and water. To be considered a wetland, 

an area must be filled or soaked with water at least part of the year. Our wetland is 

considered a cattail marsh. That means the predominant plant growing is cattails; 

however, it is also home to many other plants and animals.


